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greenish-grey. His nose was strong and arched. His moustache,
thinner and lighter in colour than his hair, left his strong lips,
with their slight commissures, free. Under his wide mouth
he had a retreating chin, covered with a short thin curly
beard."
Gauguin's relations with Mette, between the short visit he
made to Copenhagen after his return from Martinique and his
departure for Tahiti, are difficult to affirm owing to the fact
that so many of his letters to her are undated. A few obviously
belong to this period. How frequently the two corresponded is
unknown, and the temper shown by Gauguin's replies to her
letters fluctuated as it had done since he had first left Copen-
hagen in 1885.
At some moment Mette had written to him complaining of
his long silences* She was suffering from the continued stagna-
tion of their plans and she felt that she was owed a little more
encouragement and sympathy in her waiting than she received.
"Your last letters," she wrote, "have been so little affectionate
that I really no longer know what to think. You do nothing to
give me a little courage and that would not however be diffi-
cult, it seems to me. Still, recriminations serve no good pur-
pose. The object of this letter is to tell you that I am far from
forgetting you, which is perhaps all the same to you. Write
to me soon, I am very worried about you. Your wife, Mette/'
Such letters from his wife can have done little to put
Gauguin in a happy frame of mind. He knew at last that
there is most often no money to be made out of art by the
artist and that only when he is dead do others begin to profit by
his work. There was nothing that he could do to hurry matters
on but to continue to paint, and to hope for an increased
demand for his pictures. There was little news that he could
send Mette, for nothing happened that was of a kind to give
even himself encouragement, and his letters were so frequently
unanswered This he tells her in a bitter letter written from
Pont-Aven in the year of his visit to Aries, and the vague,
irritable recriminations are continued on his side.